
Somenos Lake Farm 

“Trio on the tractor. Crop of corn in background. 1946.” 
L-R: Catherine, Charles, Faith. 

Photo: 1990.960.001 

 

The S-amuna’/Somenos Marsh has a long history of occupa�on and use by the people of the Cowichan 

Tribes and today is recognized for having significant cultural values to both Cowichan Tribes and other  

residents of the Cowichan Valley.   
 

S-amuna’ (Somenos) was the largest of the Cowichan Tribes winter villages, located on what is now the site 

of the BC Forest Discovery Centre 
 

Based on Cowichan Tribes’ oral history, the Cowichan Na�on people have a strong connec�on to the area.  

“Since �me immemorial, Cowichan Tribes has had a connec�on to the Somenos Marsh, Lake and Creek. At 

the �me of European contact there were several thousand people living at two Cowichan villages associated 

with the Marsh – S-amuna’ and Kwa’mutsun. The S-amuna’ (Somenos) Village lined the west side of Somenos 

Lake (including the present loca�on of the Forest Discovery Centre) and according to Cowichan Elders was 

7,000 people strong prior to the epidemics of the mid- 1800s. The Kwa’mutsun (Quamichan) Village lined 

Somenos Creek extending to the confluence with the Cowichan River. Near the headwaters of Somenos Creek 

is an ancient burial site known as Ye’yumnuts. These villages benefited from the ready supply of coho and 

chum salmon that could be harvested even in the off-season during high water levels.”  
 

Oral History, Cowichan Tribes  

S-amuna’ / Somenos Marsh Conserva�on Area Management Plan  



  

Somenos Farm was first se�led in 1911  by Joseph and Elmire Roy.  Mainly focused on producing food for 

their own consump�on, they planted a small orchard and garden, and raised pigs and chickens. The Roys 

were also well known by their neighbours for making wine and cider.  
 

In March 1934 Guy Stanley Windeyer and his wife Irene Noel Windeyer purchased the Roy property and took 

up residence shortly therea�er. 
 

Captain Windeyer was born in Australia on 

December 13, 1900. At the age of twelve 

he was sent to the Naval Academy in  

England and entered the Bri�sh Navy at 

the tail end of WWI. A�er being educated 

at  Cambridge, the Navy sta�oned 

Windeyer in Tokyo where he was  

appointed a language officer for the Bri�sh 

Embassy. 
 

Irene Noel Power was born in Ireland on  

December 24, 1903 and met Windeyer 

while travelling through Japan. Married in 

Ireland on June 22, 1929 they spent the 

next several years sta�oned in China and 

Malta before Noel re�red from the Navy. 
 

In June 1933, Guy and Noel arrived in  

Vancouver on the CPR Duchess of Rich-

mond, Their first residence in BC was in 

the Interior where they stayed on a fruit 

farm near Kootenay Lake. They then 

moved go the Cowichan Valley where they 

rented a farm before purchasing the Roy 

property. 
 

The Windeyers lived at the Somenos Lake 

Farm for over 43 years. They had three  

children: Catherine (1934), Faith (1938),  

and Charles (1941). 
 

 

Sources: 

1. S-amuna’ / Somenos Marsh Conserva�on Area Management Plan, 2016.  

2. Somenos Lake Farm: Historical Background, Jenny E. Fredrickson—BC Forest Museum, 1990.  

3. 1990.960 Photos, Somenos Farm Collec�on, BC Forest Discovery Centre. 
 

Neil Malbon 

Collec�ons Curator 

BC Forest Discovery Centre 

The Daily Colonist 
July 1, 1964 



 

“Off on our holiday to the States, August 1938”. New garage behind. 

L-R: Guy, Irene, Catherine. 

Photo: 1990.960.031 

Somenos Jersey Dairy 
Photo: 1990.960.013 



Marry Cassels in front of stall. 
c. 1957 

“Kendal With Muscovy Ducks—July 1947” 

L-R: Marigold, Kendall (with bucket), Bernard, Peach, Rupert, Tutu, Emme�  .… 
Photo: 1990.960.028 


